
SAFETY FLASH 23-80:
Voyage planning - prevent wheelhouse/bridge collisions

Before a trip is carried out, a planning must be made. To prevent collisions between the wheelhouse and bridge, you 
should take into account the draft and height of the waterway in advance.

Disclaimer:The information in this document are drawn up with the highest possible accuracy. However the Platform Zero Incidents and its participants cannot be hold liable in any way for its content. 
Adopting measures, suggestions, warnings etc. must therefore always be practiced by weighing up and risk assessment. Spreading this document among third parties is allowed provided gat this is done 
in the original form.

BAD PRACTICE

x Accepting a voyage without knowing or 
inquiring about fairway conditions.

x Making too tight a schedule where there 
is no room for any delays. This can cause 
unnecessary stress.

x Not investigating (temporary) limitations.
x Being unfamiliar with the dimensions of 

the ship.
x Not testing the possible lowering of the wheelhouse.

ACTION QUESTIONS

• Are there places where a front lookout is required?
• Am I sure about the dimensions of the artworks on 

the sailing route?
• Who can I contact to discuss this? Think of official 

bodies, charterers' own network.
• Do I know the correct dimensions of my ship?
• How long does it take to fully lower the wheelhouse?

GOOD PRACTICE

ѵ When accepting the trip, take into account the (changing) waterway 
conditions. Such as weather conditions, water level, current 
direction and -strength.

ѵ Provide ample planning so that any delays can be accommodated.
ѵ Check whether there are (temporary) restrictions on the shipping 

route. Consider, for example, height and depth.
ѵ Being familiar with the actual dimensions of the ship.
ѵ Before the journey starts, test whether the (full) lowering of the 

wheelhouse, including the emergency system, works properly.


