
SAFETY FLASH 23-82:
DEFENSIVE SAILING

While sailing, a captain must be constantly alert and anticipate on what is to come. Considering 
stopping work may be necessary in some situations.

Disclaimer:The informa1on in this document are drawn up with the highest possible accuracy. However the Pla>orm Zero Incidents and its par1cipants cannot be hold liable in any way for its content. 
Adop1ng measures, sugges1ons, warnings etc. must therefore always be prac1ced by weighing up and risk assessment. Spreading this document among third par1es is allowed provided gat this is done 
in the original form.

BAD PRACTICE

x Always use the maximum dimensions. In 
height when passing a bridge or at draft in 
case of low water.

x In case of doubt about safety, continue to 
sail and thus take unnecessary risks.

x Do not seek contact with passing traffic.
x Do not take into account the suction of 

passing traffic.
x Trust too much on routine/experience.

ACTIEVRAGEN

• What factors can negatively affect your voyage?
• What can you do if you have doubts about the safety 

of a certain traffic situation?
• In which places is it wise to sail slower?

GOOD PRACTICE

ѵ Make a good travel plan so that you know what dangerous conditions 
you can encounter on the route.

ѵ Be aware of the risks while sailing. (Weather conditions, current, 
traffic on the waterway, etc.)

ѵ Continuously make new assessments of whether maneuvers can be 
performed safely. This includes safely passing a bridge due to the 
height or when entering or leaving a port.

ѵ Keep margins in mind. For example, in the height at bridge passage, 
but also at the draft in case of low water.

ѵ In the event of an unsafe situation, stop work until the work can be 
carried out safely again. (Stop-work-authority)

ѵ Adjust the speed to the situation.
ѵ Communicate actively with other shipping traffic.


